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SKANDIA-TEATERN dr inrymd i det Warodellska Huset ritat
av Fredrik Scholander ar 1854, Byggnaden byggdes om till
biograf i borjan av 1900-talet med Kreuger & Toll som bygg-
herre. Arkitekten Ragnar Hjorth som hade uppdraget fran
bor}an var tvungen att hoppa av nir bygget aterupptogs efter
Svensk Fil de direktor Char-
les Magnusson kontaktade den ovande ot uppmarksamma-
somsimeen  deungearkitekten Gunnar Asplund for att slutfora bygget.
g Gunnar Asplund littade upp den tyngre och Klassiska
teaterns byggnadsritning och inforde en mer littsam och
lekfull Issning. Inspiration himtade han frin en resa i Italien. Manga detaljer kinns
igen fran Stockholms Stadsbibliotek och Skogskyrkogarden.
Han ville att biografen skulle upplevas festligt med en
utomhuskinsla, en biografstil som p4 engelska Kallas Sermi-
atmospheric Theatre. Gésterna leds in i salongen genom ett litet |
torg, en stadsgata och portar och hamnar slutligen i salongen
och ser film under vad som upplevs som en bar himmel.
Skandia har genom éren gjort flera stora ombyggnationer
for att anpassas till de nya tekniker som tillkommit sedan
1923, Forsta ombyggnationen genomfordes 1939, da bland
annat viggfontinen i vestibulen installerades.
r 1942 var det dags igen, den har gangen blev ombyggnationen mycket omde-
batterad och kritiserad, da Skandia anpassades till ny teknik och nya skonhetsideal.




Fran 1968-1991 bytte Skandia namnet
till Look, amerikanskt klingande namn
var populira pa den tiden. Look invigdes
med filmen "Playtime” av regissren Tati
som ocks var hedersgst.

I bdrjan av 1990-talet paborjades ett
omfattande arbete med att dterstilla
Skandia. Mats Kullander var eldsjélen
som holl i projektet. Ar 1991 nyinvigdes
Skandia-Teatern.

Maskinrummet cirka 1930.

Hyran for det centrala liget p en av
Stockholms huvudgator gjorde att Skandia
lades ner som offentlig biograf 1996-2001
och endast anvandes till forhandsvisningar,
galapremiirer samt andra speciella arrange-
mang, Vestibulen hyrdes ut till andra verk-
samheter.

Ar 2001 5ppnades Skandia pa nytt. Opp-
ningsfilmen var den forsta delen i "Sagan om
Ringen” triologin. I samband med biografen
Réda Kvarns nedlaggning 2005, kom Skan-
dia ater i fokus och ett omfattande restaue-
ringsprojekt paborjades. Tillsammans med
linsstyrelsen aterstalls Skandia for att vara s
nra sitt ursprungliga utseende som mojligt.




Asplund.

Sedan starten 2006 har stucco lustro-mélningen runt salongen {
tagits fram, vigglampetterna har bytts ut till originalutseende
och statyerna Adam och Eva i tillbaka pé sina platser pa sce-
nen. Damernas och herrarnas vintrum i vestibulen ér aterstall-
da. I framtiden finns det i planerna att bygga en ny Kassadisk i
vestibulen.

Idag dr Skandia-Teatern en del av Stockholms njesutbud.
Offentliga filmvisningar fredag-sdndag samt andra specialvisningar. Opera, sing-
a-long, forelisningar med mera lockar publiken till den vackra salongen.

Biografen har iven en vixande grupp arkitektintresserade fran hela virlden
som kommer och knackar pa fir att se Gunnar Asplunds biograf. Minga siger att
Skandia dr en av de vackraste biograferna i varlden tillsammans med Tuschinski
(Amsterdam) och Grauman s Chinese Theatre (Los Angeles). Det &r vi som jobbar
pA biografen mycket stolta dver. 1

Luna pa basunen.

Hjartligt vilkommen till Skandia-Teatern!
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THE SKANDIA THEATRE is housed within the Warodell House, originally planned by

Fredrik Scholander in 1854 and later remodelled into a movie
theatre at the beginning of the 20" century by Kreuger & Toll.
When previous architect Ragnar Hjorth was forced to abandon
his post as construction of the theatre resumed following the
Great Depression, Charles Magnusson, director of Svensk Film-
industri at the time, reached out to a promising young architect
by the name of Gunnar Asplund to complete the project.

Gunnar Asplund decided to forego the previous building
plans, which had relied heavily on classical elements, in order to
invoke a more playful atmosphere. Inspired
by his travels to Italy, this style is reflected in
Asplund’s other architectural endeavours,
such as the Stockholm Public Library and
the Woodland Cemetery in the south of
* Stockholm.

Asplund imagined the Skandia in a
style known as a Semi-Atmospheric Theatre.
Visitors would enter the theatre by way of
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being seated underneath an open §

technological and aesthetic ideals of the era.

inaugural film was Jacques Tatis “Playtimé, featur-
ing an honorary visit by the director himself.
In the early 1990s, extensive construction work

restore the Skandia to its original glory. The driving
force behind the project was the executive senior
advisor of SF Bio, Mats Kullander, and the Skandia
Theatre was re-inaugurated in 1991.

The steep location costs of being situated on one
of the main streets of Stockholm, however, forced
the Skandia into early retirement as a public cinema.
Between the years of 1996 and 2001 it was used ex-
clusively for promotional purposes such as advance
screenings, gala premieres and other related cine- &=
matic events, its grand vestibule leased to outside

once again resumed, this time with the objective to h\

a square, be led through inner city streets and large gates, and
upon entering the auditorium would be offered the illusion of

The Skandia has undergone extensive reconstruction work
! in order to accommodate the advances in cinema technology
since its inception in 1923. In 1939, a wall fountain was in-
stalled in the vestibule; and in 1942, sparking considerable de-
bate and criticism, the Skandia was remodeled to suit the new

In between the years of 1968 and 1991 the Skandia was rechris-
tened the “Look’, to comply with the rising popularity of Americana at the time, The
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In 2001 the Skandia was once again re-opened to the public, pre-
miering the Lord of the Rings trilogy with “The Fellowship of the
Ring”: As the Réda Kvarn Cinema finally closed its operations in
2005, the Skandia Theatre found itself in the limelight yet again;
and in 2006, with the support of the county administrative board,
extensive restoration work commenced to finally restore the Skan-

dia to near its original state. Since then, the stucco lustro paintings surrounding the

auditorium have once again been revealed, the wall sconces have been replaced

with the original models, and the large statues depicting Adam and Eve have seen

their return to the stage. The Ladies’ and Gentlemen's

Waiting Rooms in the vestibule have been restored, and

there are also plans to construct a new sales area.

Today, the Skandia Theatre is considered an import-

ant asset to the Stockholm entertainment scene. Many

visitors are drawn to this beautiful cinema by way of

varying events, such as public screenings every Friday

to Sunday, advance screenings, live screenings of opera,

sing-a-long features, as well as public lectures and other

events.

There is also a growing interest from architectural

enthusiasts around the world, who come to visit Gun-

nar Asplund’s theatre. We who work at Skandia are very

proud to hear that the Skandia Theatre is often con-

sidered to be one of the most beautiful cinemas in the

world, along with the Tuschinski Theatre in Amsterdam

and the Grauman’s Chinese Theatre in Los Angeles.

We are very pleased
to welcome you to the Skandia Theatre!




Konst pé Skandia

Flera av 1900-talets kiinda konstnirer har bidragit till
Skandias inredning och dess unika milj6. I vestibulen
har ST1G BLOMBERG gjort relieferna och HiLbiNG
LINNQVIST har bidragit med verk pa tvi stéllen i bio-
grafen, i damernas vantrum samt pa framsidan pa bal-
kongen. I salongen har vi en magnifik brodyr kompo-
nerad av ALF MUNTHE som tillsammans med Adam &
Eva statyerna av IVAR JOHNsSON skapar en ovanlig bio-
grafmiljé. Utanfor salongen finns det fyra smé nischer | ¢
med s kallade putti-mélningar av EINAR ForseTH och [ gl |
en bird runt salongen med reliefer av NiLs ENBERG. P& o
viigen upp till balkongen ser man LEANDER ENGsTROMs ™19 2 Leender fngsiem
‘malning med inspiration fran Zacharias Topelius dikt Vintergatan i taket.

Det ir fa biografer i varlden som kan erbjuda en sadan biografmiljé och vi
hoppas att du som dr var gast uppskattar den unika eleganta 1920-tals miljon.
En period som kallas Swedish Grace utomlands. Tillsammans kan vi bevara
Skandia-Teatern till kommande biograf- och filmilskare virlden 6ver. Det skulle
ha gjort Gunnar Asplund njd!

Art at the Skandia

Several renowned 20" century artists have
contributed to the furnishings and unique
environment of the Skandia Theatre. The
reliefs in the vestibule were created by StiG
BLOMBERG, and HILDING LINNQUVIST has
painted two murals — one on the wall of the
Ladies’ Waiting Room, and one on the bal-
cony front. The magnificent embroideries
inside the auditorium were composed by ALr
MUNTHE, and along with IVAR JOHNSSON’S
statues depicting Adam and Eve they create an unusual environment for movie-
goers. Outside of the auditorium are four niches featuring putti paintings by ERnsT
ForseTH, and the walls are decorated with reliefs by NiLs ENBERG. The ceiling
above the staircase leading to the balcony features a large painting by LEANDER
ENGSTROM, depicting a scene with inspiration from the poem The Milky Way by
Zacharias Topelius.

Very few movie theatres can offer such an artful environment, and we hope that
you as our guest will appreciate the unique elegance of these 1920s Swedish Grace
surroundings. With your help we can aim to preserve the Skandia Theatre for the
enjoyment of future generations of cinema and movie lovers all around the globe.
‘This would certainly have pleased the architect Gunnar Asplund.

Einar Forseth, Putt l3ser tidning och dricker ol

Text: Chi \g Hagén / Micke Hoff to: //5F Bios
Tackill Mats Kullander och SF Bio AB - Vanligen kontakta oss via SF 8ios kundijanst pa tel. 08:56 26 00 00
eller pA 0771-11 12 13 for bokning av konferens eller event
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